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revealed testimony is lost. And on the other hand, "to de-
mand justice is to regard the ideal from a point of view that
is not only narrow and empirical, but wholly egoistic. Thus
regarded, it must necessarily cease to be a moral ideal in the
true sense.

5. IMMORAL MOTIVES.
(a) The General Conditions of Immoral Volition.

If the moral life is the infinite and never-ending realisation
of an ideal life, how are we to understand the existence of
immorality? How shall we explain the efficacy of motives
irreconcilably opposed to the moral instincts and continually
offering obstacles to the development of morality? Is not
the existence of evil, even if it is psychologically conceivable,
a moral and metaphysical contradiction of that fundamental
belief in a world-order which, to our minds, essentially im-
plies the thought of this order as moral ?

As a matter of fact, there are two positions in ethical theory
from which no satisfactory interpretation of immorality, con-
sistent with its phenomenal manifestations in experience, can
be reached. One of these positions is that of extreme in-
dividualism in its two forms, egoism and utilitarianism; the
other is that of extreme universalism. The perplexity of
both these theories, when confronted with the problem of evil,
is evidence against them. For egoism, to set aside one's
own interest is always an act of resignation, wherein the
individual will does violence to those natural impulses which,
as the sole forces governing it, are essentially justifiable*
When such an act is demanded by society and its organisa-
tions, the demand is a mere exertion of brute force against
the individual will, justified only by its conduciveness to the
majority of egoistic interests. Even in its motives crime is
merely a case of faulty adaptation to ends; it is not real